
2026 EAST ARNHEM FUTSAL - REGIONAL TITLES 
Registration Information 

Friday 11 September 2026 - Sunday 13 September 2026 @ NHS Gym 
 
 

● Teams may be mixed, or all boy or all girls. There is no requirement for a minimum or maximum number 
of male or female players in a mixed team. Players in each age group must be within that age group as 
as 31 Dec 2026 (e.g. u9s players must be 9yo as at 31 Dec 2026) 

● Players may play in an older age division than the one for which they are eligible. For example, a player 
eligible for the U13 division may choose to play in the U15 division. Players are not permitted to play in a 
younger age division than the one for which they are eligible. For example, a player eligible for the U15 
division cannot play in the U13 division.  

● Players may only be registered to one team within an age division and may not play for another team 
unless approved by the EAF committee.  

● Teams and players must be ready to commence play at their scheduled game time, wearing shin pads, 
long socks and appropriate futsal/gym shoes. The EAF Committee reserves the right to declare a forfeit 
if a team is not ready to play within five (5) minutes of the scheduled start time.   

● Players, coaches, parents and spectators are expected to behave respectfully at all times. Abusive, 
threatening or unsporting behaviour may result in removal from the venue and/or exclusion from the 
competition.  

● A competition draw for each group will be prepared and distributed after registrations have closed and 
age groups have been finalised. The final draw is anticipated to be released (via email & facebook) by 
Wednesday 9 September 2026 but may be amended if required. 

● There will be limited allotted time for warm ups, so coaches/team coordinators should ensure all teams 
have warmed up and stretched before each game.  

● Teams must have five (5) players on the court at all times and may register a maximum of seven (7) 
players per team, including up to two (2) substitute players.  

● The previous female-player numerical advantage rule will not apply in 2026.  

● Teams may wear their own team uniforms or may be provided with coloured playing bibs for the 
duration of the tournament. Any bibs provided must be returned at the conclusion of the competition. 
All players within a team must wear matching shirts or bibs during each game.  

● Team registrations and player lists must be finalised before the commencement of the competition. No 
additional players may be added after a team's first match without approval from the EAF Committee.  

● The tournament will be conducted in a round-robin format across Friday 11 September 2026, Saturday 
12 September 2026 & Sunday 13 September 2026. 

● The rules will be simplified FIFA (QLD Football) rules which can be found below. 

● There will be a short break at half time & between each game so players can get a drink & have a short 
rest.  

● For junior players, please make sure all players have their drink bottles with them so that they can take 
them to each court they are playing on.  

● Games will be refereed by officials appointed by East Arnhem Futsal Committee.  

● Teams must have a coach/parent coordinator to assist with coaching, team management and 
substitutions.  

o The nominated scorekeeper must be identified on the team registration form.  



 

 

● Each team must nominate an adult (18 years or older) to act as scorekeeper for every match. This 
responsibility may be undertaken by the same person throughout the tournament or shared amongst 
team parents/carers on a roster basis. 

● Due to volunteer limitations, East Arnhem Futsal will not be providing dedicated scorekeepers. The 
responsibility for supplying a scorekeeper rests solely with each team. 

● Matches will not commence until both teams have provided a scorekeeper. Any delay caused by a 
team's failure to provide a scorekeeper is the responsibility of that team and not the tournament 
organisers 

● Any player with a bleeding injury must leave the court until the bleeding has stopped and any affected 
clothing has been changed or cleaned.  

● Food, snacks and non-alcoholic refreshments will be available for purchase throughout the tournament.  

● No food or drinks (other than water) may be consumed inside the gymnasium or on the outdoor court. 
Please respect the facilities and our volunteers by disposing of rubbish appropriately.  

● Player registration is subject to approval by the East Arnhem Futsal Committee. The Committee reserves 
the right to decline or cancel a player's registration where the player, parent/guardian or associated 
spectator has engaged in behaviour that is inconsistent with the East Arnhem Futsal Code of Conduct, 
Child Safety and Player Protection Policies, or other club expectations.  

● The EAF Committee reserves the right to amend draws, schedules, divisions or playing conditions where 
necessary to ensure the safe and effective operation of the tournament.  

 

Penalty Shoot-Out Procedures  
● Tied matches requiring a result will be decided by penalty shoot-out. 

● Only participating players, referees and officials may be on court. 

● Coaches, parents, spectators and non-participating players must remain off court. 

● Play may be halted if unauthorised persons enter the court. 

● Failure to comply may result in action by the EAF Committee. 

● Committee reserves the right to amend draws, schedules and playing conditions. 

 

First Aid 
● Basic first aid is the responsibility of each team's coach, manager or parent coordinator. 

● A designated First Aid Area will be available at the venue and basic first aid supplies will be 
available throughout the tournament. Team officials should seek assistance from an East 
Arnhem Futsal Committee member where required. 

● In the event of a serious injury or medical emergency, and a Committee member cannot be 
immediately located, team officials (IE: Team co-ordinator, team coach, team score keeper, 
team player parent/carer) should contact emergency services directly. 



 

 

● East Arnhem Futsal does not provide ambulance cover. Players, parents/carers and guardians 
are responsible for ensuring they have appropriate ambulance cover and for any costs 
associated with ambulance transport, medical treatment, or related services.  

● An Incident Report Form (attachment A) must be completed by the team's coach, manager or 
parent coordinator for any injury or incident requiring medical treatment, first aid attention, 
ambulance attendance or hospitalisation. 

 

Blood Rule 

● Any player who sustains an injury resulting in bleeding must leave the court immediately and 
may be replaced by a substitute player. 

● Team officials have a responsibility to notify the referee of any bleeding injury as soon as it is 
identified. 

● A player may only return to play once the bleeding has stopped and any blood-contaminated 
clothing, equipment or bandages have been appropriately cleaned, covered or replaced to the 
satisfaction of the referee. 

● The safety and wellbeing of all participants will take priority at all times. 

 
 
Match Duration 

The following match durations are proposed for the 2026 East Arnhem Futsal Tournament (ie: 
Regional Titles): 

● U8s – 15 minute halves 
● U9s – 15 minute halves 
● U11s – 20 minute halves 
● U12s – 20 minute halves 
● U13s – 20 minute halves 
● U15s – 20 minute halves 
● Opens – 20 minute halves 

Match durations are subject to change depending on team nominations, competition format, 
court availability and scheduling requirements. The EAF Committee reserves the right to amend 
match lengths to ensure the tournament can be completed safely and within the available 
timeframe. 

 

 

 



 

 

Attachment A 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Simplified FIFA Futsal Rules  
 

● The game of Futsal is played on an indoor or outdoor court or field, and it will measure from 
15mtrs wide to 30mtrs long, or for International Standard it will be 40mtrs x 20mtrs with 3mtrs x 
2mtr goal posts.  

● A team consists of 5 players, 4 court players and 1 goalkeeper, the maximum number of players 
in a team is up to 12.  

● Unlimited substitutions. Players can re-enter the game as many times as they like. It is running 
subs where players must enter and leave the court at the same time, from in the substitution 
zone. The game can be stopped for substitutions of the goalkeeper.  

● There is NO offside, and players can score from anywhere on the court of play.  

● When the ball goes out of play, it is to be kicked in from the sideline or corners. The player who 
is to kick the ball in, will place the ball on the touchline with their hand ensuring that it is 
stationary.  

● For a ball to be out of play or a goal scored, ALL of the ball must be over the line.  

● A goal cannot be scored directly from a sideline kick, unless the ball touches one of the 
attacking or defending players before the ball enters the goal. However, a goal can be scored 
directly from a corner or the start of play.  

● The goalkeeper can throw the ball anywhere on the court on the full. They can’t score directly 
from the throw unless the ball touches another player before going into the goal. If ball goes 
over the goal line, it must be thrown by the goalkeeper. If they save the ball, they can throw, kick 
or play the ball for themselves to clear it. If they kick it and it goes into the goal, it is awarded as 
a goal.  

● The goalkeeper has 4 seconds time limit to control the ball and release it from their possession.  

● Goalkeepers are not allowed to pick up the ball with their hands from a deliberate back pass (by 
feet) from any of their teammates.  

● Each team has 15 seconds to get the ball into the oppositions half unless touched by the 
opposition, if not done so then a sideline kick will be awarded to the opposition nearest where 
the ball was when time elapsed.  

● Once the goalkeeper has played the ball, they cannot touch the ball again until it touches the 
opposition.  

● No tackling from behind or dangerous slide tackling is allowed.  

● The game has a 4 second time limit for all kick ins, corners, and free kicks. Referee will count to 
4 with their hands visible to players. If play isn’t restarted, possession is surrendered.  

● Free Kicks - the opposition must be back 5 mtrs from the taking of any free kicks.  

● Dangerous play is not allowed.  

● Each team has 5 team fouls per half. Any fouls after the fifth will be penalised with a 9 
mtr penalty shot by the opposition.  

● During the game, a referee has the option of using 2 cards, Yellow and Red (yellow is a warning 
and Red is a send-off with suspension and potentially will have to front the judiciary).  



 

 

● Referees have the right to warn, ask to leave or eject from the Stadium, any Coach, Manager, 
spectator, or player whom they feel is bringing the game into disrepute.  

● There are slight adjustments to some rules for the adult mixed competition. A copy of these 
rules can be found on our website or at our front counter.  

● Players Infringements  

o Referees will be officiating with the 2 card system. YELLOW CARD – Cautionable 
Offences (2 yellows = 1 Red)  

o RED CARD – Player is sent off. Player will not participate in remainder of the game 
and will have an automatic suspension of 1 game in that competition, and possibly 
front the judiciary & further suspensions.  

o All players sent off for disciplinary actions can be replaced after 2 minutes by 
another player in their team if nominated to play in that game or when the opposition 
scores a goal.  

o Should a player be sent from the field for a red card offence, the referee will record 
the players Name and fill out the SEND OFF report.  

● Serious Foul Play Constitutes  

o Stopping an obvious goal scoring opportunity by tripping, impeding, or handball.  

o Deliberate kicking an opponent.  

o Deliberate elbowing an opponent.  

o Violent tackle from behind.  

o Over the ball tackle.  

o Is guilty of serious foul play.  

o All these are cautionable offences with a yellow or red card depending on the 
severity of the infringement (referees’ discretion).  

● Serious Violent Conduct Constitutes  

o Striking an official or player.  

o Spitting at an official or player.  

o Threaten an official or player with physical violence.  

o Attempting to strike an official or player with ball or another object.  

o Threaten the safety of an official or player.  

o Pushing an official with open hand, shoulder, or hip.  

o All these are red card/suspension and must appear at judiciary.  

● Use of Foul and Abusive Language Constitutes  

o Making obscene gestures.  

o Offensive insults or abusive language.  

o All these are cautionable offences with a yellow or red card depending on the 
severity of the infringement (referees’ discretion).  

PLEASE NOTE: Referee’s decisions are final.  



 

 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

General Conduct Expectations 

East Arnhem Futsal is committed to providing a safe, inclusive and enjoyable environment for all 
participants. Players, coaches, parents, carers, spectators, volunteers, committee members, referees 
and officials are expected to treat one another with respect at all times. 

Abusive, threatening, intimidating, discriminatory or harassing behaviour will not be tolerated. 
Volunteers, committee members, referees, officials and scorekeepers must be treated with the 
same level of respect afforded to players and coaches. 

Failure to comply with this Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action, including warnings, 
removal from the venue, suspension from East Arnhem Futsal activities, refusal of future 
registrations, or other action deemed appropriate by the Committee. 

 
The Players - understand and agree to: 
 
● play in accordance with the rules of the game; 

● never argue with an official. If a player disagrees with a decision, they should ask the team 
captain to approach the officiating referee during a break; 

● control their temper. Verbal abuse of officials and sledging other players, deliberately distracting 
or provoking an opponent are not acceptable or permitted behaviours in any sport and may be a 
breach of our Member Protection Policy; 

● respect volunteers, committee members, referees, officials and scorekeepers and accept their 
decisions in a respectful manner;  

● never engage in any type of violence either on or off the field; 

● work equally hard for themselves and their team. The team’s performance will benefit, and so 
will the Player’s; 

● be a good sport. Applaud good plays whether they are made by their team or the opposition; 

● treat all participants as they would like to be treated. Do not bully or take unfair advantage of 
another competitor; 

● cooperate with their coaches, team-mates and opponents. Without them there would be no 
competition; 

● participate for their own enjoyment and benefit and for the enjoyment and benefit of their 
teammates; 

● respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of the gender, ability, cultural 
background or religion;  

● not take part in any form of bullying including via the use of social media.  

● be prepared to be responsible for their actions. 

 



 

 

Coaches Code of Conduct 
 

● This Coaches Code of Conduct is intended to reinforce the elements of enjoyment and 
satisfaction to junior players and coaches involved in Futsal. 

● To make adults including parents and coaches aware that young players play futsal to satisfy 
themselves and not necessarily to satisfy adults or team mates. 

● To improve the health and fitness of Northern Territory’s youth by encouraging participation in 
Futsal and making it attractive, safe and enjoyable for all to play. 

● To remind coaches and parents that futsal must be managed and coached, for the good of those 
young people who wish to play futsal, as ultimately “It is their game”. 

● treat volunteers, committee members, referees, officials and scorekeepers with courtesy and 
respect and encourage players and parents to do the same;  

 
The Gove Junior Football Association Incororated (trading as/ East Arnhem Futsal) Coaches 
Code of Conduct: 
 
● respect the decisions of the Match Officials and refrain from arguing with a referee over a 

decision as a role model for players 

● respect the rights, dignity and worth of every person regardless of their race, colour, religion, 
language, national or ethnic origin and ensure that everyone is treated equally and without 
harassment 

● ensure that the players are involved in a positive environment, and that training and game day is 
a positive and enjoyable experience 

● respect all player’s individuality and help them reach their own full potential. 

● be fair, considerate and honest with all players 

● be as professional as possible and accept responsibility for my actions and encourage players to 
demonstrate the same qualities 

● commit to my team to continue to improve knowledge of the game through coach education 
and various training opportunities through East Arnhem Futsal and AFA 

● coach my players to play within the rules and in the spirit of the game of Futsal 

● avoid any unnecessary physical contact with the players, and should it be required it would be 
appropriate to the situation and necessary for the player’s skill development 

● refrain from any form of personal abuse towards players. Shouting may be necessary to gain the 
attention of the players and to encourage and congratulate and not demean players 

● provide a safe environment for training by ensuring the equipment and training area used meet 
basic safety standards 

● show concern and caution towards sick and injured players and allow for further participation in 
training and competition only when appropriate 

● not engage in the use of crude, foul or abusive language that may be determined offensive or 
engage in any conduct detrimental to the image of the game when on or off the field 



 

 

● treat participants, officials and spectators with courtesy and respect 

● not consent to the use of any banned substance or drugs of dependence by players 

● act in a responsible manner and accept responsibility for my actions. 

 
Parents and Carers Code of Conduct 
 

● Cooperate with the sport administrators to achieve the best outcomes for your child 

● Support team and event officials in maintaining a safe and respectful learning environment for 
all players 

● Maintain positive relationships with team officials regarding your child's learning, well-being and 
behaviour 

● Encourage participation by your children 

● Provide a model of good sportsmanship for your child to copy 

● Be courteous and constructive in your communication with players, team officials, game officials 
and sport administrators 

● Encourage honest effort, skilled performance and team loyalty 

● Make any new parents feel welcome on all occasions 

● Do not interfere with the conduct of any events 

● Do not interfere with any accommodation/billeting arrangements. Once requested, you must 
accept the accommodation/billet allocated by the host centre 

● If you consider there are problems with your child’s accommodation/billet consult with the 
team manager 

● Parents and carers must not coach from the sidelines in a manner that conflicts with team 
officials or undermines players, coaches or referees.  

● Parents and carers must not engage in abusive, intimidating or confrontational behaviour 
towards players, officials, volunteers or other spectators.  

● Behave in a manner that respects the rights of others regardless of mediums of communication 
used e.g. digital mediums such as X, Facebook, email and texts. 

● respect volunteers, committee members, referees, officials, scorekeepers and coaches and 
refrain from abusive, intimidating or confrontational behaviour towards any participant;  

 
Spectators' Code of Conduct 
  

● Demonstrate appropriate social behaviour 

● Respect referees and officials and accept their decisions.  

● Do not use offensive, abusive or discriminatory language.  

● Do not enter the playing area unless directed by an official.  

● Refrain from behaviour that may intimidate, harass or distract players, officials or volunteers.  



 

 

● Remember children play for enjoyment. Don't let your behaviour detract from their enjoyment 

● Let game officials conduct events without interference 

● Support skilled performances and team play with generous applause 

● Demonstrate respect for opposing players and their supporters 

● Behave in a manner that respects the rights of others regardless of mediums communication 
used e.g. digital mediums such as Twitter, Facebook, email and texts. 

● respect volunteers, committee members, referees, officials and scorekeepers and accept their 
decisions without abuse or interference.  

 
Failure to comply with this Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action, including verbal 
warnings, removal from a game or venue, suspension from East Arnhem Futsal activities, 
refusal of future registrations, or other action deemed appropriate by the Committee.  

 
 


